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. THE OBJECTS OF
THE INSTITUTE

¥V HE idea of the preservation of scenery, flora, and fauna, in their

natural state, which in itself is not at all new, is based varying
mmmnmmm on lwo main orwmo:,‘mm.

As a monozmm:w no:mimwm:om.r care is Lcdoﬁom to the preservation of
natural beauties from modern constructions, mostly far from attractive in
appearance, such as [aclories and advertisement Tom&imw

The main orwmnﬁ ro?madﬁ is to prevent man, whose means of lrans-
port and Weapons ol destruction increase in proporlion to scientific pro-
gress, [rom _:,om?:m up for his own temparary benefit the mn_:Eu:.nE
of the three ?:mmosw of nature.

The animal F.:mmo:_ suffers in Lwo ways from human interference
m:oa:v; as the resull of m_m:ﬁrhof _,zmrnon:%_ Tu_ the destruction of its
environment, so Enrm?,\:mm.v_a lo its existence. In the majority of civi-
lised counlries, man now regrets Tmidm squandered his natural resources
to such an exlent that game mncqom o:? very Eommc&. in Ecwca?n_m% lare.

As an example of the destruction of natural vegetation, tum to
those places once wooded, now desert or barren spaces, as the result of
5;;3.5:,:@8 timber culting,

The appearance of the land itsell has cven been nTm:mmm_ as a
resull of man’s interference.  One mxms:Lo will suffice : the floods which
have occured in France, the United States and the Dutch Indies caused
Tu\ the sudden mm?m:m up of river beds. This E.:Em was the direct result
of r:mm quantities of earth vo:._m washed down from upstream ; the
earth was washed away from the sides of a.,mﬂmuau where mowﬁmmv‘ the
roots of trees and other vegetation, now Lcmqov‘oL. bound the soil and
,ﬂ:r..m:ﬁm ?.3?, _omm?cﬂ against the erosive action of rain-water,

For hall a century or more, the reaction against such methods has
been general,  Wild animals are everywhere protecled _uu. the _nmmm_mz(um
control of rcb::m and the creation of special reserves.  The preservation
ol Torests, _mmﬂm;um control of the n_ami:m of macdmu and schemes for
e ___E ing have similar aims in view for the preservation of the vege-
Lul igdom.

I'he "_c_.?:._.m idea of the creation of National Parks first came inlto
being i the United States in 1872, on the occasion of the opening of
Vellowstone National Park.

I'his point requires ¢
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\ under U:_im.q control, thr

any undertakings connecled with ustiy, :n_.ma:::

cxravations or prospecting, drilling, levelling of the :E::L. or Cc
tion. any work m:qomqmz,e the alteration o% the nosmmh: o P_ the soil or
the character & the vegelation, any acl likely to harm or dislurb the
Jauna or mQ.P and the introduction Sﬂ any species o% ?z:n and .:_E.:.
whether m:c_ﬁ.mm:ozm or N,Snclm&, wild or moamm:.oa.__e% shall be ,i:.n:z
‘E.Cw?a_&o:.. which it will be ?&imm: ta enler, (raverse, or camp in
without a %mi& written permit ?03 the compelent authorities : and in
which mE.E:%.n investigalions may o:? be undertaken by permission &
those authorities.

It is &mmmw shown that the « strict natural reserve » Is subject to
wmmimﬂo:m considerably more severe than those mﬁvrnm to the « National
Park 5. It is also to be noted that the National Parks in the Belgian
Congo, in which o:? parls of the sections are open to the HEES. are
theoretically closer allied 1o the « natural reserves » than to « National
Parks » as delined _.3,. the London Convention.

King Albert. whe allowed his name to be given to the frst of the
National Pas lis in the W&Ews Congo. EoEoHn_ and mo/‘mgowmm this idea
of National Parks for the Belgian Congo.

Thanks to his mo:; offices and the supporl of King chﬁoa 111,
who. as Duke of Brabant. was for several years President of the « Pare
National Albert » Institute, the WLENE Congo lo-day possesses a number
of National Parks, subject to very rational ﬂmmwm_m:o:‘

The words  « Zm:o:& Park » have heen mmoﬁ_mm direct from
America, where the word ¢ Park 5 refers to a strech of country, compri-
sing sorme cmmsm:riu, remarkable natural beauties, to be .wqmmmﬁ,mm intact
for the Eommﬂ:o of man ; the mn:mn:..,.m € Zm:o:mﬁ » makes it clear that
the project concems the whole nation. .

The « Conference for the Protection of the Fauna and Flora in 2. Suke stumits. - Recent lava from: ﬁc&c?_
Africa », which met in london in 1033 mnﬁotﬁmg a delinition of the ion. (Photo G-F. de Wilte).
words « Zwﬁozm._ Park »
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For the purposes & the present Convention :

[, The expression « National Park » chall denote an area (a)
vﬁmomm under n:wrn control, the boundaries of which shall not be Qrm,ﬂm.m
or any poriion be nESZm o% alienalion except w.ej the competent HSGF.
live authorily. CL set aside Jor the propagalion, proteclion and «:,@m,m?
valion o% wild animal Em and wild wvegetation, and %oﬂ the vamEs.ﬁ:oz
of objecls & aesthetic, mmomommcah. Eo?ﬁoan. ?.mhoao&. aﬁnr.nmomomﬁomﬁ.
or other mqmmz:mq interest, 501 the va:m?. advanlage and enjoyment &
il t:Zﬁ.n. ﬁi in which the hunling. killing or capturing o%
Wl the destruction or collection Sﬂ moa is U«o?&:ma_ except by
the direction or control & the nnﬂr authorities.
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o with the above provisions, F&::mm shall, as ?ﬂ as
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er 1955, & cz_r
er of the « Institut des Pares N aux du
Jongo Belge s, King Leopold 1l then Duke of Brabant, defined

detail the three main oEmm:,dw of the Institute.

These aims, which were M.:oo:uowmﬁom in the deerce of November
206th, 1034, can be given, in general outline, as [ollows -

1) Preservation of a rmo_omwom_ nucleus in ils primitive state, _uw. the
elimination of all human influence, This ofmnw necessitated the deve-
Hoﬁﬁdozﬁ of new Smﬁ_m:o% and & strict supervision.

pv mnw,o::.bd M:E?. based on a mm:ﬁ& Kmb. of the National Parks.
This aspect of the Institute’s programme, which raises il lo a very mvmﬁ&
Tevel, has mrmwm% been put into operation and has been mﬁmwmv‘ slimu-
lated w% the interest of a generous palron. A Famm donation subsidised
the creation of the ¢ Fondation pour favoriser I'Etude mommswwmnrﬁm des
Parcs Nationaux du Congo Belge 5, and this hody can now send to
the w&mmm: Oczmo every year one or two soientific missions to pursue
delinite programines.

The first of these groups was sent out in 1933, thanks to the support
given r% the « Fonds National de la Recherche QOSﬁmmzm », and a
detailed inventory ol the fauna and flora of the « Pare National Albert »
was made.

ngozm:ﬁ collections and data were m.wmqm:wm and owﬂmm&r\ exa-
mined, and specialists’ reporls are now rm:ﬁ v:rrmrom.

The Institute has ?.:,m:mm its programme wwﬂ mo:nr:m groups of spe-
cialists to the ¢ Parc National Albert » to examine questions of lacuslrine
evolution, magnelic influence, hotanic monmo_Cm%. Hm:jﬂ:m_om% and vulea-
nology. A special and purely scientific film, intended to depict the
characteristic flora and natural habits of the fauna of the National Parks,
was also made under the auspices of the Institute.

mu Third aim of the Institute : as far as compatihle with the prin-
ciples of preservation and scientific study, the development of fouring
in the National Parks s to be encouraged.

The restrictions onﬁom— Eoioam@ from the mﬁmmnr of the Duke of
Brabant and the text of the constitutional decree of the Institute permit
the Institute Lo open to visitors o:?« a portion of the teritories under its
juridiction. In certain cases the passage of man has had to be vﬂo?.
hited, in order to permit the fauna to settle down unmolested in its primi-
live surroundings and to ensure its propagation. In other cases it has
been necessary to reduce the human element, so that the natural mﬂos;w
of vegelalion is nol interfered with Eu.ﬁ_ouo 2/, With these exceptions,
however, il has been found possible to open to tourists a number of foot-

cars so that visitors can, ab their leisure, come into

ural beau of such m.m—o:i?:m variety that

wres of he . Pare N

. HISTORY AND
DEVELOPMENT

S early as 1889 King Leopold Il had created special game reserves

-1
in the Oo:mo Free State for the protection of &m_urm:_ﬂm from
ruthless destruction.

In 1900, on his retum from a vovage to the ﬂo_o:vu Prince Alberl

of mmrh:w: m_.:ﬁrmw_.mmm the necessity for the creation in the m@_mmm:

ﬂozmo of natural teserves, destined lo ensure the preservation of cerlain

animal and vegetable species threatened with extinction.

After his visit, ag _O:n Albert, to the United States in 1919 he took
up the same suggestion, hut with (he additional idea of a National Park
regulated in accordance with equatorial conditions, L

General opinion became favourable to this idea m::zm the years
just after the War, Uﬁ.:o:um:% as a resull of the intervention of Baron
_M. Cartier de Zm:.n?o::m. then w&mr‘g Ambassador to the United
States.  After an expedition to the Kivu conducted rv_ the American
naturalist, Carl xCSF%M had returned, a first decree was is
in 1025 the « Pare National Albert ». This was at lirst a reserve of
very small area, Sm_:r. intended [or the protection of the last of the

sued, creating

= The « Pare National

ity in 1095, - Viscke, Karisimbi, and Mibono.

(Photo G.-F. de /?\Eo.f




